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Land Use Chapter

GOAL LU-1 Support sense of place in neighborhoods.

Policy LU-1

Policy LU-4

Policy LU-10

GOAL H-1

Policy H-16

Policy CD-33

The Single-Family Residential designation permits a range of housing densities
to achieve the City's housing diversity and affordability goals. In undeveloped or
infill areas, new housing may include single-family detached, single-family
attached, townhouses, cottage housing, accessory dwelling units, clustered
housing and other small-scale housing forms. Accessory, public and semipublic
uses are also allowed.

Protect the unique character and qualities of existing neighborhoods, while
identifying opportunities for improved livability, safety, and housing affordability
and diversity.

To achieve a healthy mix of housing that is affordable to a wide range of
incomes, implement and seek new, innovative tools, including, but not limited to:

Density bonuses;

Inclusionary zoning;

Cluster subdivisions that preserve open space, retain natural features and
provide other public benefits;

The Infill Housing Toolkit, which includes small lot homes, townhomes and
other housing forms;

Accessory dwelling units;

Adaptive reuse of existing buildings;

Purchase and transfer of development rights (TDR) programs; and
Public-private partnerships for shared parking facilities, wetland mitigation,
and regional stormwater management.

Ensure that Bellingham has a sufficient quantity and variety of housing types and
densities to accommodate projected growth and promote other community goals.

Increase the supply of affordable rental and ownership housing that is context
sensitive throughout the City, especially in areas with good access to transit,
employment, education and services (see Land Use Chapter for definition of
"context sensitive").

Encourage the construction of small-scale housing types that fit the context of
single-family neighborhoods, such as accessory dwelling units, cottage housing,
townhomes, zero lot line homes, and small lot housing.



